13 December 2019

Police Federation reacts to General Election results
‘Promises on policing must be delivered’
Policing must be at the heart of the new Government’s agenda and it must now deliver on its preelection promises, says the Police Federation of England and Wales.
Giving his reaction to the Conservatives’ comprehensive victory in yesterday’s election, PFEW
National Chair John Apter said: “This morning I have written to Prime Minister Johnson to
congratulate him and his party on their win but also to remind him of the promises he made about
policing before and during the election campaign.
“And while I want to continue the positive relationships we have been building with him and his
Ministers since the departure of Theresa May I want to stress that we are not here to be their friends.
“My job is to work to ensure the very best for my members. I want a constructive and productive
relationship and for the promises that have been made to us and our members to be more than just
warm words.
“It is about more than just police numbers, in order to really revive policing the service needs
sustained, centrally-funded investment from the Government. It’s also about ensuring my colleagues
are supported by Government and are paid fairly. I will do all that I can to ensure that this happens,”
said Mr Apter.
The Conservative party secured a substantial victory taking a total of 364 out of the 650 seats giving
them a majority of 78 (with one constituency still to declare) with the election being dominated by
Brexit.
Prior to yesterday’s vote the party had made a series of policy announcements focusing on law and
order including promising to recruit 20,000 new police officers, central funding for an increased
Taser roll out, a Police Covenant, the intention to double maximum sentences for those who attack
officers (and other emergency services workers) from 12 months to 24 months, as well as greater
protection for police drivers and allowing special constables be represented by the Federation.
Mr Apter continued: “I welcome the pledges that have been made to protect our hard-working,
dedicated officers and the public. The extra funding for an uplift in Taser which was a significant
win for us after months of campaigning, and the recruitment drive is well underway.
“But I must stress that police officers have been battered and bruised, and they cannot tolerate any
more broken promises.
“Policing has been failed so many times in the past, if the safety and security of our public is truly a
priority then this must change,” he concluded.

John Apter, national chair of the Police Federation of England and Wales
Notes to Editors
The Police Federation of England and Wales, represents almost 120,000 police officers up to and including
the rank of Chief Inspector. Established by statute, it is responsible not only for the welfare of our members,
but also ensuring that their views on all aspects of policing, including relevant legislation, are relayed to
government, opinion formers and key stakeholders.
The Police Federation’s membership status currently stands at 98%. For more information visit
www.polfed.org
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